United Nations “State of the World” Report

URGENT MESSAGE   ……………

The Secretary General of the United Nations is concerned about how the quality of life might vary in different countries of the world.  The Secretary General has requested that your intelligence team generate a comprehensive intelligence report which compares the “haves” and “have-nots” of the world.

Complete the following steps:

1. Hack into the Central Intelligence Agency by accessing the secret code:

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/

2. Obtain the following supplies:  pencils, colored pencils, calculators, atlases
3. Using an atlas with your assigned partners, choose 12 countries (including the United States) from the following regions:

· The United States

· 2 European countries

· 2 Middle Eastern countries

· 2 African countries 

· 2 Asian countries

· 1 South American country

· 1 Pacific Islands country 

· 1 Central American country 

4. For each of the countries you choose, look up the following information and complete 

     an individual country data report.
· Area - Total - How large is the country?  

· Population - How many people are in the country?

· Population Growth Rate - How fast is the population increasing? 

· Infant Mortality Rate - How many infants survive the first year?

· Life expectancy at birth - How long does the average citizen live?

· Literacy rate - What percentage of people can read?

· GDP Per Capita - Who much money does the average family make in one year?

· Electricity Consumption - How much electricity does the country use?
· Exports - How much does the country sell each year?

· Imports  - How much does the country buy each year?

· Internet Users  - How many people in the country use the internet?

5. Using the information which you have obtained from all 12 countries, construct the following set of 10 bar graphs which compares and contrasts the data from each country.
· Area - Total
· Population
· Population Growth Rate 

· Infant Mortality Rate 

· Life expectancy at birth 

· Literacy rate 

· GDP Per Capita  

· Electricity Consumption 
· Imports and Exports  = double bar graph
· Population density (people per square kilometer) = Population / Land Area  

6. Construct a comprehensive report which includes:

· 1 attractive folder containing the report

· 1 title page listing the members of your group

· 1 table of contents
· 1 list of the countries covered in your report (use the included template)

· 12 individual country data reports - one for each country (use template)

· 10 bar graphs 

· 1 “Haves and Have Nots Report” from each student (see field notes)

· 1 “I am an Average Citizen” essay from each student (see field notes)

· 1 “Possible solution to a Problem” essay from each student (see field notes)

7.“Haves & Have Nots” Report:

   Your essay should be approximately 1 page in length and answer the following questions:

· In your opinion, are all countries created equal? Explain.  

· Which of your countries are “Haves” and which are “Have Nots?”  

· What statistics do you believe best separate the “Haves from the “Have Nots?” Explain.  

· Are there connections between certain statistics that show causes and effects on peoples’ lives (example - does the GDP per capita of a country affect how long a person’s life expectancy?)

· What responsibilities should each of the HAVES and HAVE NOTS assume in order to find solutions to world problems?
8. “I am an Average Citizen” essay


Choose one of the countries that you studied.  (All group members must choose different countries)  Using the information from your report and any of the information available in the CIA world fact book, write a one page essay describing your life as an average citizen of that country.  

· What do you do each day?  

· What kind of job do you have?  

· Where do you live?

· What is your religion?  
· How long will you live?  
· What kind of government do you live under?  
· Can you read?  
· How many children do you have?  
· Is your country crowded?  
· Are you hopeful for a better life?  

9.…“Possible solution to a Problem” persuasive essay:


Write a 1-2 page essay that describes a realistic solution to one of the worlds many problems.  Your essay should describe the problem, its causes and effects.  It should explain one possible activity that you and your group members can attempt that could make a difference in the world.  Describe every step of your solution in detail.  Explain how it would make a difference.
…….   Reimbursement (grading):  All pages, graphs, charts and reports are to be signed by the intelligence member who created it.
The Secretary General is prepared to provide each group member with a total of five grades as reimbursement for completion of your duties.  

· Your group members will assign you a daily grade based on your efforts.  This grade will be averaged to become your Peer Performance Grade.

· You will receive a Project intelligence Grade based on your graphs and work in the completed intelligence report.

· You will also receive three Communications Grades, one for each of your final essays.

END OF MESSAGE   ……………………….

Countries Included in this Report

North America: the United States
Europe: ____________________

Europe: ____________________

Middle East: __Saudi Arabia_____

Middle East: ____________________

Africa: __Tanzania______

Africa: ____________________

Asia: ____________________

Asia: ____________________

South America:____________________

Pacific:____________________

Central America:___Belize___ 

Individual Country Report

Name of Country:

Name of Region:

Area - Total   _______________________________ (kilometers)

Population     _______________________________ (in millions)

Population Growth Rate   ______________________ %

Infant Mortality Rate    ________________ (deaths per 1000 births)

Life expectancy at birth   _______________________________ years

Literacy rate   __________________ %

GDP Per Capita   _______________________________ in dollars

Electricity Consumption  ________________ (millions, billions or trillions? Circle one)

Exports  _______________________________ 

Imports   _______________________________

Internet Users  _______________________________

Calculated information:

Population density  = Population / Land Area   ____________ people per sq. kilometer

Budget Deficit =  Exports - Imports_______________________________

Name:  ___________________________

Combined Data Sheet for Graph

Type of Data: ____________________________


Country Name



Numbers in ___________

1. ___________________________

_____________________

2. ___________________________

_____________________

3. ___________________________

_____________________

4. ___________________________

_____________________

5. ___________________________

_____________________

6. ___________________________

_____________________

7. ___________________________

_____________________

8. ___________________________

_____________________

9. ___________________________

_____________________

10. __________________________

_____________________

11. __________________________

_____________________

12. __________________________

_____________________

Steps to be used for graph  ____________________________

Label to be used for graph _____________________________

SAMPLE    SAMPLE    SAMPLE

Sample Data is Imaginary

Combined Data Sheet for Graph
Type of Data:GDP Per Capita


Country Name



Numbers in dollars

1. ________United States_________

____$37,000______

2. ________Saudi Arabia_________

____$7,500______

3. ________Angola_________

____$1,000______

4. ________Mali_________


____$300______

5. ________Uraguay_________

____$6,500______

6. ________Russia_________

____$4,500______

7. ________India_________


____$200______

8. ________Santo Domingo_______

____$8,200______

9.________Australia_________

____$33,000______

10. ________Jordan_________

____$11,000______

11. ________East Timor_________

____$600______

12. ________Canada_________

____$27,000______

Steps to be used for graph  ________$2,000_________

Label to be used for graph  ___ Thousands of Dollars_____

Name: _____________________________________ Period: _______

“Haves and Have Nots” Essay Planning Sheet

Decide which of your countries you would call a “Have” and which are “Have Nots.”

Put the names of all 12 countries into one of these boxes.

	Have Countries
	Have Not Countries

	
	


What three statistics were most important to you when separating the “Haves” from the “Have Nots?” (example – literacy rate, internet users, population density, etc.)

	List the three statistics

	
	
	


For each statistic, give an example of a Have country and a Have Not country.  Give their specific numbers.

	Statistic
	Have Country
	Have country number
	Have Not Country
	Have Not Country number

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Write as essay that describes the difference between Haves and Have Nots.  

· Mention all 12 of your countries in the essay.   State which are haves and which are have nots.  

· State which three statistics separate the Haves and Have Nots.  Mention your examples for each statistic along with the specific numbers.  

· Give a real world example from a current event of what happens because there are Haves and Have Nots in the world.

· Discuss your personal reaction to this problem and what you think should be done about it.

Preparation Questions for the I’m an Average Citizen Essay

From the 12 countries that your group chose, pick one that you will represent. 

Find the following information on your sheet.

1. How much money do you make? GDP Per CAPITA

2. Can you read?  If LITERACY is high, you can.  If it is low you cannot read.

3. How long will you live?  LIFE EXPECTANCY

4. How many children do you have?  

If POPULATION GROWTH is low (below 1%) make up a small number (1-3 children) If POPULATION GROWTH is higher (1-3%) make up a larger family (4-10 children).

Look up the following from the CIA World Fact book.

1. Describe where you live? 

Pick a city or village from the COUNTRY MAP.

2. What kind of government do you live under? 

Look under GOVERNMENT TYPE

3. What language do you speak?

Look under PEOPLE LANGUAGES (pick the highest percent)

4.What is your religion?  

Look under PEOPLE RELIGIONS (pick the highest percent)

5. What kind of job do you have?  

Look under ECONOMY: LABOR FORCE BY OCCUPATION (pick the highest percent)

a) IF it is AGRICULTURAL then you are a FARMER.

b) IF it is INDUSTRY, look under INDUSTRIES, choose one of the   

   Industries listed and make up a job from that industry.

   c) If it is SERVICES, look under EXPORT COMMODITIES, choose a 

      product and make up a job in that business.  

6. What problems does your country face?  Read ALL 4 of these paragraphs and take notes:

BACKGROUND, ENVIRONMENT - CURRENT ISSUES, ECONOMY – OVERVIEW, TRANSNATIONAL ISSUES

OPINION Are you hopeful for a better life?  Explain based on your facts.

Teleconference: “Have Nots” Introduction

    You are a citizen of a "Have Not" country, also known as a "poor", "developing", or "third world" nation.   Your country is over-crowded.  People in your country have very little money not enough to eat.  Literacy rate is low and the infant mortality rate is high.  People in your country live in crowded and polluted cities and villages.  The only work you can find is laboring on farms and working long hours in factories. Often children begin working at a young age.  

The companies that you work for are owned by the Have countries.  They offer you low wages and provide you with unsafe working conditions.  You know you will be fired if you complain.  

     You would like to see things change, but are not sure what to do.  Your country seems to be at the mercy of the richer industrialized nations.  The factories owners seem to care very little about how your people are treated, as long as they can get their products made quickly.  They mistreat your people and pollute your environment, but you need the little money which they provide.  It is the only way you can afford to feed your family. 

The land on which you live is being depleted from over use.  People cut down trees to use for firewood and foreign logging companies owned by the Have countries come in and cut down the forests.  Your beautiful jungles and forests are disappearing, along with the wildlife.  You would like to stop this, but the companies and consumers of richer nations create a high demand for your nations resources. 
    Filth and disease are major problems.  Large numbers of people die from HIV, Malaria and tuberculosis each year.  You wish the people could afford the medicines which are available, but the companies which own the medicines sell them at prices which your people could never afford. 
     Your country is in heavy debt.  Since it is so poor, it has to borrow money from richer nations, just to feed your people.  These loans have to be paid back with interest.  Even though your country pays large interest payments each year, there never seems to be enough money left to reduce the debt. 
    You would like to do something to solve these problems, but feel helpless and powerless. .  Your president has decided to contact the wealthier "Have" nations to see if together you can come up with a solution.  Your president has randomly chosen you, as one of a handful of "average citizens" to represent your country.  You are greatly honored and look forward to attending.  However, you wonder what your family will do while you are gone and how they will get by. 

Teleconference: “Haves” Introduction

        You are a citizen of a "Have" country, also known as a "wealthy", or "industrialized" nation.  The quality of life in your country is excellent. Your people work hard.  They are well fed, make good incomes, and have enough material possessions to lead a healthy, enjoyable life.  People in your country receive a good education and, on average, lead long, rewarding lives. 
    You take pride in your country, and see your nation as a world "leader".  It has a large military strength which can be used to keep peace throughout the world, and to protect your nation from its enemies who threaten your survival.   The large corporations of your country control most of the world's wealth.  As a private citizen, you invest in the stock of these companies and eagerly watch your stock's prices rise as these companies expand their markets globally.  You know that your economy depends on how well these large companies can make money. 
    Each day you work hard and then spend your "hard earned dollars" shopping in the many markets available to you.  You can choose the best of products from around the world.  Each night, you watch the news on television to keep yourself "up to date" on the worlds many events and worry about how these events may affect your life. 
    Sometimes you find it difficult to believe what you see on the news.  You see people in other countries who live in filth, poverty, crime and ignorance.  You count your blessings but wonder why they live like that.  You wish you could show them that there is a better way, but realize that they just keep over- populating and ruining their nations.  You wonder why people in other places don't value education like you do and why they are lazy and have so many children.  You wonder why they are wasting their time making threats against your country instead of getting jobs and making their lives better.  The people in the Have Not countries are always saying that they hate your country.  You feel that they are jealous of your country, even though your country has lent them money and the companies that you invest in have provided jobs for their people.   

  Sometimes, you act to help the world by signing petitions or by giving money to your favorite charities.  You wish you could do more, but you have to take care of your family first.


    Now you've been contacted by your president.  You that you have been randomly selected to attend a conference between the Have and Have Not nations of the world to discuss their problems.  Part of you feels greatly honored at having been selected by the president.  Another part of you is worried about the amount of time you will be missing from work and how that will affect your family.  You also wonder if this should really be your problem, or why don't they take care of their own problems the way our country does? 

